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African Cup of Nations - By Numbers
By Damon Brewster (17th January, 2008)

Pre-Listening
A. Background information

• This year the African Cup of Nations will be held in Ghana in west Africa.
• The competition kicks of with a game between Ghana and Guinea on the 20th of January 

and finishes on the 10th of February.

B. Vocabulary 
Check the meaning of these words before you start listening. Match them with the meaning on the 
right. 

Word Meaning

____ be ranked a. take part in, join

____ be packed with b. to compete with, to oppose

____ be / have no doubt c. be given a position, a level

____ participate d. to do better, to improve on

____ to vie e. to go forward, to be successful

____ be tough f. be difficult

____ to progress g. full of, containing many

____ to top h. be definite, be sure, have no worry

Listening 

A. Detail I
Listen and find the six mistakes - the first has been done for you.

This cup keeps getting bigger and larger in terms of worldwide interest, and even though Africa 
only has one team, Nigeria, positioned in FIFA’s top 20 there’s no doubt that Africa produces 
some of the best and more exciting players in world football: Michael Essien, Youssef Hadji, 
Obafemi Martins, Yakubu, Drogba, Kolo Toure, Eto’o, the list goes on. To celebrate this feast of 
football, here is a look at the tournament in numbers.

5 - The number of letters in the host nations name - Ghana. Also the number of times Egypt (the 
most success side in the competition) have won the Cup.
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26 - The number of times it has been held. The whole show started in 1957.

4 - There will be four venues: Tamole (20,000), Mumasi (44,000), Accra (44,000) and Sekondi-
Takoradi. This is also the number of groups, and the number of teams Mali have participated 
and the number of times they have participated to the last four. Can they do better this time?

B. Detail II 
Listen and fill in the blank spaces.

16 - There are sixteen teams _______________ part: In group A, Ghana the hosts take on Guinea, 
Morocco and Namibia. A _______________ group, but my guess is Ghana to go through with Mo-
rocco. Group B is also a _______________ group: Nigeria, Ivory Coast, Mali and Benin. Ivory 
Coast have got to be favourites here, as they are _______________ with big stars playing in 
Europe, and I’m going to tip Mali to join them. Group C has Egypt, Cameroon, Zambia and Sudan, 
and this looks like a two _______________ race, with the team with the history in the cup, Egypt, 
probably _______________ with Cameroon for the top two spots. The final group, D, will pit Tuni-
sia, Senegal, South Africa and Angola against each other. South Africa seem to be going back-
wards at the moment and Angola would be a big surprise to _______________, so it looks like the 
Carthage Eagles and the Teranga Lions to go through.

13 - The number of countries _______________ have won the Cup

3 - The number of teams _______________ ‘eagle’ in their nickname: The Super Eagles from Ni-
geria, The Eagles from Mali, and the Carthage Eagles from Tunisia.

0- The number of times Angola, the next host for the competition in 2010, _______________ won 
the Cup

4-2 - The score in penalties of the last competition’s final _______________ Egypt and the Ivory 
Coast.

14 -  Goals scored by the competitions top-goal scorer, Laurent Pokou from the Ivory Coast. I 
wonder if Drogba can _______________ that?

C. Understanding
Look at the numbers below. Can you remember any of the facts? Don’t look back at the report! 
Make sentences.
4     16     5    3    26
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Season 2007 / 8 - Podcast 24 - Answers

African Cup of Nations - By Numbers
By Damon Brewster (17th January, 2008)

Pre-Listening
B. Vocabulary 
Check the meaning of these words before you start listening. Match them with the meaning on the 
right. 

Word Meaning

____ be ranked a. take part in, join

____ be packed with b. to compete with, to oppose

____ be / have no doubt c. be given a position, a level

____ participate d. to do better, to improve on

____ to vie e. to go forward, to be successful

____ be tough f. be difficult

____ to progress g. full of, containing many

____ to top h. be definite, be sure, have no worry

Listening 

A. Detail I
Listen and find the six mistakes - the first has been done for you.

This cup keeps getting bigger and larger in terms of worldwide interest, and even though Africa 
only has one team, Nigeria, positioned in FIFA’s top 20 there’s no doubt that Africa produces 
some of the best and more exciting players in world football: Michael Essien, Youssef Hadji, 
Obafemi Martins, Yakubu, Drogba, Kolo Toure, Eto’o, the list goes on. To celebrate this feast of 
football, here is a look at the tournament in numbers.

5 - The number of letters in the host nations name - Ghana. Also the number of times Egypt (the 
most success side in the competition) have won the Cup.

26 - The number of times it has been held. The whole show started in 1957.

4 - There will be four venues: Tamole (20,000), Mumasi (44,000), Accra (44,000) and Sekondi-
Takoradi. This is also the number of groups, and the number of teams Mali have participated 
and the number of times they have participated to the last four. Can they do better this time?
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1. bigger
2. ranked

3. most

4. successful

5. times
6. progressed



B. Detail II 
Listen and fill in the blank spaces.

16 - There are sixteen teams taking part: In group A, Ghana the hosts take on Guinea, Morocco 
and Namibia. A tough group, but my guess is Ghana to go through with Morocco. Group B is also 
a difficult group: Nigeria, Ivory Coast, Mali and Benin. Ivory Coast have got to be favourites here, 
as they are packed with big stars playing in Europe, and I’m going to tip Mali to join them. Group C 
has Egypt, Cameroon, Zambia and Sudan, and this looks like a two horse race, with the team with 
the history in the cup, Egypt, probably vying with Cameroon for the top two spots. The final group, 
D, will pit Tunisia, Senegal, South Africa and Angola against each other. South Africa seem to be 
going backwards at the moment and Angola would be a big surprise to progress, so it looks like 
the Carthage Eagles and the Teranga Lions to go through.

13 - The number of countries who have won the Cup

3 - The number of teams with ‘eagle’ in their nickname: The Super Eagles from Nigeria, The Ea-
gles from Mali, and the Carthage Eagles from Tunisia.

0- The number of times Angola, the next host for the competition in 2010, have won the Cup

4-2 - The score in penalties of the last competition’s final between Egypt and the Ivory Coast.

14 -  Goals scored by the competitions top-goal scorer, Laurent Pokou from the Ivory Coast. I 
wonder if Drogba can top that?

C. Understanding
Look at the numbers below. Can you remember any of the facts? Don’t look back at the report! 
Make sentences.

Various answers
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Season 2007 / 8 - Podcast 24 - Transcript

African Cup of Nations - By Numbers
By Damon Brewster (17th January, 2008)

This cup keeps getting bigger and bigger in terms of worldwide interest, and even though Africa 
only has one team, Nigeria, ranked in FIFA’s top 20 there’s no doubt that Africa produces some of 
the best and most exciting players in world football: Michael Essien, Youssef Hadji, Obafemi Mar-
tins, Yakubu, Drogba, Kolo Toure, Eto’o, the list goes on. To celebrate this feast of football, here is 
a look at the tournament in numbers.

5 - The number of letters in the host nations name - Ghana. Also the number of times Egypt (the 
most successful side in the competition) have won the Cup.

26 - The number of times it has been held. The whole show started in 1957.

4 - There will be four venues: Tamole (20,000), Mumasi (44,000), Accra (44,000) and Sekondi-
Takoradi. This is also the number of groups, and the number of times Mali have participated and 
the number of times they have progressed to the last four. Can they do better this time?

16 - There are sixteen teams taking part: In group A, Ghana the hosts take on Guinea, Morocco 
and Namibia. A tough group, but my guess is Ghana to go through with Morocco. Group B is also a 
difficult group: Nigeria, Ivory Coast, Mali and Benin. Ivory Coast have got to be favourites here, as 
they are packed with big stars playing in Europe, and I’m going to tip Mali to join them. Group C 
has Egypt, Cameroon, Zambia and Sudan, and this looks like a two horse race, with the team with 
the history in the cup, Egypt, probably vying with Cameroon for the top two spots. The final group, 
D, will pit Tunisia, Senegal, South Africa and Angola against each other. South Africa seem to be 
going backwards at the moment and Angola would be a big surprise to progress, so it looks like the 
Carthage Eagles and the Teranga Lions to go through.

13 - The number of countries who have won the Cup

3 - The number of teams with ‘eagle’ in their nickname: The Super eagles form Nigeria, The eagles 
from mali, and the Carthage Eagles from Tunisia.

0- The number of times Angola, the next host for the competition in 2010, has won the Cup

4-2 - The score in penalties of the last competition’s final between Egypt and the Ivory Coast.

14 -  Goals scored by the competitions top-goal scorer, Laurent Pokou from the Ivory Coast. I 
wonder if Drogba can top that?
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