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Season 2007 / 8 - Podcast 14 Worksheet
The AFC Champions League

By Damon Brewster (November 10th, 2007)

Pre-Listening - Vocabulary

Match the words on the left with their meanings on the right.

Word Meaning
1. eagerly a. think carefully about
2. expand b. make bigger
3. dominate c. difficult, hard
4. complicated d. keenly, with anticipation
5. consider e. at the moment, now
6. currently f. control. be the master of

Listening
A. Listening for Detail

Fill in the blank spaces below.

This year an side, Sepahan, and a club, Urawa will
contest the AFC Champion’s League Final over two legs. The first leg in Iran ended a one-
one draw, and Asian football is awaiting the return leg in Saitama, Japan
next week.

This competition run by the AFC, the Asian Football Confederation, only started five years
ago in 2002, coincidentally the same year Asia hosted the World Cup for the first time in

Japan and . In this respect, it is much like the Champions League in
Europe, which also is a relatively competition, with only a 15 year
history. While cup competitions to include more clubs from the same
countries certainly seems to bring in more , many argue that it devalues

the title *Champions Cup’ as it isn’t really only the champions that take part.

The AFC’s Champions league grew out of the old Asian Club Championship, which
life with only eight entrants. Think about the size of Asia and it's easy to
understand some of the difficulties involved in running a big competition. Also, back in 1967
when the cup started, football was not the big business, popular sport it is becoming now in
Asia. The early years were by Israel, but Iran also tasted success in
1970, 1990 and 1992, the last Iranian victory coming for Pas. Japan too has had a
of club success in the competition with in 1986, 1987 and the 1988/89
season with Jubilo Iwata winning.
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B. Listening - Comprehension Questions

Listen to the rest of the report. Answer the questions.

1. When did the Asian Super Cup start?

2. Which countries dominated this cup?

3. How many federation take part in the AFC Champions League?

4. What position are Stepahan in the Iranian league?

5. What is their defence like?

6. How many goals has Seyed Mohammad Salehi scored in the AFC Cup competition?

7. How did Urawa win the semi finals?

8. What kind of opponents were Seongnam llhwa?

C. Listening - General Understanding

Complete the table below.

Started

Asian Club Competition

Asian Cup Winners Cup

Asian Super Cup

AFC Champions League
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Season 2007 / 8 - Podcast 14 Worksheet Answers

The AFC Champions League

By Damon Brewster (November 10th, 2007)

Pre-Listening - Vocabulary

Match the words on the left with their meanings on the right.

Word

Meaning

1 eagerly

a. think carefully about

b. make bigger

_d
2. b expand
f

w

dominate

c. difficult, hard

4._C  complicated

d. keenly, with anticipation

5. @ consider

e. at the moment, now

6._€ currently

f. control. be the master of

Listening
A. Listening for Detail

Fill in the blank spaces below.

This year an Iranian side, Sepahan, and a Japanese club, Urawa will contest the AFC
Champion’s League Final over two legs. The first leg in Iran ended a one-one draw, and
Asian football is eagerly awaiting the return leg in Saitama, Japan next week.

This competition run by the AFC, the Asian Football Confederation, only started five years
ago in 2002, coincidentally the same year Asia hosted the World Cup for the first time in
Japan and Korea. In this respect, it is much like the Champions League in Europe, which
also is a relatively young competition, with only a 15 year history. While expanding cup
competitions to include more clubs from the same countries certainly seems to bring in more
money, many argue that it devalues the title ‘Champions Cup’ as it isn’t really only the
champions that take part.

The AFC’s Champions league grew out of the old Asian Club Championship, which started
life with only eight entrants. Think about the size of Asia and it's easy to understand some of
the difficulties involved in running a big competition. Also, back in 1967 when the cup
started, football was not the big business, popular sport it is becoming now in Asia. The
early years were dominated by Israel, but Iran also tasted success in 1970, 1990 and
1992, the last Iranian victory coming for Pas. Japan too has had a taste of club success in
the competition with in 1986, 1987 and the 1988/89 season with Jubilo Iwata winning.
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B. Listening - Comprehension Questions

Listen to the rest of the report. Answer the questions.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

When did the Asian Super Cup start? (1995)

Which countries dominated this cup? (Korea and Japan)

How many federation take part in the AFC Champions League? (15)

What position are Stepahan in the Iranian league? (2nd)

What is their defence like? (solid)

How many goals has Seyed Mohammad Salehi scored in the AFC Cup competition? (five)

How did Urawa win the semi finals? (They got through on penalties)

What kind of opponents were Seongnam llhwa? (tough / Korean)

C. Listening - General Understanding

Complete the table below.

Started
Asian Club Competition 1967
Asian Cup Winners Cup 1990
Asian Super Cup 1995
AFC Champions League 2002
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Season 2007 / 8 - Podcast 14 Transcript
The AFC Champions League

By Damon Brewster (November 10th, 2007)

This year an Iranian side, Sepahan, and a Japanese club, Urawa will contest the AFC Champion’s
League Final over two legs. The first leg in Iran ended a one-one draw, and Asian football is ea-
gerly awaiting the return leg in Saitama, Japan next week.

This competition run by the AFC, the Asian Football Confederation, only started five years ago in
2002, coincidentally the same year Asia hosted the World Cup for the first time in Japan and Ko-
rea. In this respect, it is much like the Champions League in Europe, which also is a relatively
young competition, with only a 15 year history. While expanding cup competitions to include more
clubs from the same countries certainly seems to bring in more money, many argue that it deval-
ues the title ‘Champions Cup’ as it isn’t really only the champions that take part.

The AFC’s Champions league grew out of the old Asian Club Championship, which started life with
only eight entrants. Think about the size of Asia and it’s easy to understand some of the difficulties
involved in running a big competition. Also, back in 1967 when the cup started, football was not the
big business, popular sport it is becoming now in Asia. The early years were dominated by Israel,
but Iran also tasted success in 1970, 1990 and 1992, the last Iranian victory coming for Pas. Japan
too has had a taste of club success in the competition with in 1986, 1987 and the 1988/89 season
with Jubilo lwata winning.

In 1990, an Asian Cup Winners Cup was started and in 1995 the winners of the Asian Club Cham-
pionship and the Cup Winners Cup met in the Asian Super Cup. The Super Cup in it’s short history
was dominated by Korean and Japanese sides. But since 2002 the Champions of the 15 top fed-
erations in Asia and the winners of those domestic knockout cup competitions meet in the group
stages of the present AFC Champions League. They are drawn from four regions. While deciding
which countries are the top 15 in the continent may be complicated to decide, having the Champi-
ons and the cup winners represent their countries does sound slightly more legitimate than the
European version of the Champions League which has countries like England and Spain having
four clubs in the competition. Perhaps Europe should consider copying the Asian competitions
format.

And how about the second leg of this year’s cup final? Well, Sepahan, currently second in the
league in Iran, met Japanese side Kawasaki Frontale in the quarters and won on penalties and
seem much stronger at home than away. Certainly they are solid defensively, and they can score
goals - Seyed Mohammad Salehi is currently second highest goal scorer in this competition with
five goals. Urawa also got through on penalties in the semi finals against tough Korean opponents
Seongnam llhwa. | suspect that home advantage will see them win Japan’s first AFC Champions
League Cup.
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